
 
ELCO BOARD OF EDUCATION 
NEWS AND NOTES       APRIL 2023 

 
 

 
BOARD ITEMS APPROVED: 

 
 

• STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  
• Fort Zeller, Kindergarten – Emersyn Burkholder (Mrs. Zurick’s AM class) and Dustin 

Taucci (Mrs. Yocum’s PM class) 
• Jackson, Kindergarten – Evelyn Haberstroh (Mrs. Gray’s AM class) and Ezra Keener (Mrs. 

Marquette’s PM class) 
• Intermediate School – Cole Bechtold and Abigail Newmaster (Mrs. Weaver’s class) 
• Middle School – Hayley Strickler and Luciana Vargas Madueno 
• High School – Joshua Fisher, Megan Hauck, and Josh Maull (CTC – Landscape Program) 

 
 

• PERSONNEL COMMITTEE ITEMS: 
 

• Employment/Changes/Retirements/Resignations: 
• John Leininger, official start date – HS English teacher, effective April 12, 2023 
• Kim Eshleman, resignation – 2nd Grade Fort Zeller teacher, effective 60-days 

from letter dated March 23, 2023 
• Michelle Johnson, resignation – High School Certified School Nurse, effective 

July 1, 2023 
• Lindsey Hibshman, administrative transfer – from 5th Grade teacher to Middle 

School Special Education effective the 2023-2024 school year 
• Angela Rodriguez – current Jackson Elementary 2nd grade teacher to 

Intermediate School Library/Media Specialist, effective the 2023-2024 school 
year 

• Heather Kahl, change in employment status – from Long-term Substitute teacher 
on a “Letter of Temporary Employment” to Middle School Science teacher on a 
“Temporary Professional Contract” effective the 2023-2024 school year 

• Jennifer Axarlis, change in employment status – from day-to-day 
Paraprofessional substitute to Long-term Substitute 1st grade teacher at Jackson 
Elementary, on a “Letter of Temporary Employment” effective the 2023-2024 
school year 

• Kelsey Metzler, new hire – Middle School Special Education teacher, on a 
“Temporary Professional Contract” effective the 2023-2024 school year 

• Jaycee Schott, new hire – full-time Paraprofessional, effective the start of the 
2023-2024 school year 

• Brianna Wentzerl, new hire – full-time Specialized Paraprofessional, effective 
the start of the 2023-2024 school year 

• Chellsie Grube, new hire – rising ELCO High School Senior, as a temporary 
full-time Specialized Paraprofessional, effective the start of the 2023-2024 
school year through the last student day of the 2023-2024 school year 

• Shawn Gerhardt-Kreiser – short-term substitute administrative assistant to 
serve in the Maintenance Department, effective April 17, 2023 with an end date 
TBD 
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• Dennis Morgan, continued employment – seasonal grounds worker, retroactive 
to April 1, 2023 

 
• Sabbatical rescinded: 

• Kori Landis – rescinded ½ year sabbatical for the Fall semester of the 2023-
2024 school year 

 
• Stipend approved: 

• Christopher Longstaff  
 

• 2023 Fall Musical positions: 
• Director – Melodie Fair 
• Choreographer – Theresa Fidler 
• Set Construction Supervisor – David Fair 
• Costume Designer – Beth Faehling 
• Stage and Safety Supervisor – Adam Zurick 
• Vocal Director – Melodie Fair 
• Orchestra Director – David Fair 
• Rehearsal Accompanist – Melodie Fair 

 
• 2023 Spring Coach: 

Boys’ Tennis:  Volunteer Coach Catherine Shaak 
 

• Trip/Travel Requests: 
• Christopher Heft, travel and attend the APSI Biology Conference, June 26-29, 

2023, at Goucher College, Baltimore, MD 
• Kelsey Thorley, Kristi Fields, Erin Harris, and the ELCO Girls’ Field Hockey 

Team, to travel and attend Team Camp in Cape Henlopoen State Park, July 20-
23, 2023 

 
• ESY Staffing during the period of June 12, 2023, through August 10, 2023: 

• Substitute Teacher – Toni Mehaffey 
• Specialized Paraprofessionals: 

Melissa Bowman Stephanie Sheetz Melanie Kauffman 
Katherine Lane Tami Bennethum Debra Blouch 
Melissa Geibe Kelly Stephenson Ann Leaman 
Danielle Ebersole Caitlin Lucas Sherry Brown 
Maria Fisher Justine Bewley Danelle Burkholder 
Leann Clark Heidi Lamos Kelly Blakeslee  
Nautica Krueger Angela Arnt Brianna Wentzel 

(substitute) 
 

• SPA Staffing during the period of June 19, 2023, through July 23, 2023: 
• Teachers: 

Ashley Titler – JK  Alysha Burkholder - JK Krista Krause - FZ 
Lorelei Lewis - FZ Ruthanne Gray – sub only  
 
• Paraprofessionals: 
Lindsay Layser - JK Mary Gassert - JK Beverly Graham - FZ 
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• Volunteers (new and/or renewals): 
Kristen Halvin Meghan Grove Douglas Grove Abby Entrekin 
Denise Dellinger Steven Shirk William Wolf, II Alisha Gassert 
Stephanie Christian Angie Sieber Olesha Thomas Joshua Bowman 
Thomas Gilbert Brook May Mark Phillips Anne Smucker 
Kyle Moyer Alyssa Butler Crystal Lincoln Tracey McBride 
Amy Stevenson Casey Clauser Jesse Yohn Inna Akulov 
Jaime Heisey Andrew Heisey Judith Santiago Nicole Hibshman 
Jared Pohronezny Amanda Zwally William Shaak Haley McMullen 
Kemija Dixon Kolleen Shuder Megan Millinder Crystal Woolf 

 
 

• GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE ITEMS: 
• Change Order #11 from AH Moyer, Inc., for switchover to new water tanks and 

pumps 
• Proposal from AEM Architects for an Accessibility Master Plan at the ELCO 

Campus 
• Change Order #2 to the High School Renovations and Additions Project 

 
 

• FINANCE COMMITTEE ITEMS: 
• Payment of bills made March 2023 
• 24-month natural gas supply fixed agreement for Jackson Elementary 
• 20-month natural gas supply fixed agreement for the Middle and High Schools, and 

Maintenance building 
• Adopted Resolution #04-03-2023-IK, approving the sale and issuance of the 

Eastern Lebanon County School District General Obligation Bonds Series of 2023 
• Proposal from Gordian/Lobar Construction for a two-projector planetarium system 

at the Middle School 
• Special Education contract agreement with New Story for Extended School Year 

(ESY) Services for Summer 2023 
• Musical agreement with Concord Theatricals securing the rights and license for the 

amateur production of “Irving Berlin’s White Christmas” to be performed in 
December 2023 

 
 

• NEW BUSINESS APPROVED: 
• Dissolved the Policy Committee 
• Appointment of Ad Hoc Policy Committee 
• Closure of High School boys’ and girls’ locker rooms, effective April 24, 2023 

through the last student day of the 2022-2023 school year (June 7, 2023) 
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Upcoming Dates/Announcements: 
 

 April 26, 2023, 5:15pm – Finance Committee Meeting 
 April 28 & 29, 2023 – Intermediate School Musical – ‘Frozen’ (details available on the website) 
 
 Spring Concert Dates: 
 April 30, 2023, 2:00pm – High School Spring Concert, HS Auditorium 
 May 9, 2023, 7:00pm – Middle School Spring Concert, HS Auditorium 
 May 11, 2023, 7:00pm – Intermediate School Spring Concert, HS Auditorium 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Educating for Excellence 


